707 Class Association Newsletter July 2019
This is a brief, interim newsletter just to keep you up to date with news and
progress of the 707 Fleets around the country.

A Great Success - the 707 Nationals at Tees and
Hartlepool Yacht Club
27th-30th June 2019

Many thanks to Micky Early and the boys from of Sharky, along with Tees
and Hartlepool YC, for organizing and coordinating a really superb event.
Sponsorship by Hartlepool Marina was really appreciated as it defrayed the
costs of berthing and launching
The hospitality of the Club was also as legendary as we remember and the
sailing waters with clear winds and little tide were perfect for this
competition, resulting in four days of close racing and fun socials.

1st Place at the 2019 Nationals – Seaword.

2nd Place – Partial Pleasure (one of our Deserving Boats scheme) and 3rd Place Blue Funk

Seaword did not have it their own way as in previous years when their
results seemed to inevitably be 1sts all of the event. We now have rest of

the fleet developing their skills at quite a pace, so we had 5 different
winners across the 11 races.
The talent within the fleet is indisputable and we also have a wide range of
ages taking part and being competitive. This ranges from student team in
Miss Moneypenny through to the nearly-old guys in Mojito with a
combined age of over 300 between the five of them – and they won overall
on the windy day. You can’t beat experience…

Age is no barrier - Mojito winners of day 2 and the student crew with Thomas Goodman
on Miss Moneypenny. All very capable 707 teams.

We are looking for applications from Deserving Teams for
exclusive use of a 707 for a season
How about an all-female or Youth team based on the Clyde or in the
North or Wales?
The Class Association is planning to expand its ‘Deserving Boat Scheme’
with excellent help from RYA Scotland.
We are looking for applications from suitable groups, crews or Universities
We are planning to purchase more 707s to be available suitable groups on
a subsidised basis to enable race-ready boats to be campaigned at 707
events.

Current Class-supported boats are Partial Pleasure, Autism on the Water
and Miss Moneypenny, although the first two are just about paid off by the
current users.
So, we’re looking to expand this already-succesful formula and scheme.
Come and talk to any Committee Member at the events or just get in touch
with the Chairman.
dsmith@c-tecnics.com or 07779 251 989.

New Representatives as the UK Fleet expands
Wales - We now have a Fleet representative in Wales hoping to coordinate
sailing in the area as there are a surprising number of boats tucked away,
and yet some very capable crews – get it together!
Scarborough - Rudi Barman has taken on the role of coordinator to
encourage the re-growth of the local fleet. We’re looking forward to the
Northerns.
Their details can be found at the end of the newsletter or on the website
www.sail707.co.uk

New sails for the 2019 season
Well, a few of you have taken the plunge and bought new sails from Hyde.
Are they making a difference? I think it is too early to tell but ‘a bit more
twitchy’ has been one comment saying that they require more attention to
set up. Only time will tell.

Progress of the 707 Development Plan
We said we’d develop the Class in 2019 – here’s a summary of how we’re
getting on:
 Develop Fleets in key locations – Scarborough is making a come back. Can
we also get Fleets going on the Clyde, Wales and in the North of England?

 Develop Deserving Boat Scheme – we have 3 active boats and will be
looking for applications for the 2020 season


Getting Members to assist with logistics to help others to key events
– Members have been very supportive and have helped out on a number of
occasions towing, offering lifts etc. Thankyou.



Develop available Crew register - this is working well via Emily through 707
sailors Facebook. Some of the crews at the Nationals came via this and Phil in
Tallulah was amazed at how capable his new crew were..



Crew Membership - we now have over 24 Crew members – just because they
feel that the Association does stuff for them, they also want to be part of it.

 Identify boats for sale - the list is available on the website and people are
posting on Facebook. We still need to find where some of the unused boats are,
and make them available for enthusiastic new teams to buy. Mark the 707
Secretary has identified around 90 out of the original 150 boats, and is keen to
find out where the rest are. Can you assist?


Winter Sailing - ideas on this are still required. Who wants to extend the
season and where?



Rules – at last the RYA has updated the Class rules, and following the AGM we
will be undertaking a review of the rest to ensure their suitability and relevance
for how we sail.

Crew Membership
We now have 24 Crew Members and thankyou very much for supporting
your Class Association. You obviously are as keen as the rest of us.
I hope you feel that your £10 is value for money and great way to be
connected and part of this growing Fleet.

A GUIDE TO THE REMAINING EVENTS OF 2019
Join us for brilliant fun and superb racing
It’s been a blast so far. Let’s continue our success by getting as many boats as we can
at the following events in the rest of the season.
If you’ve not been to an event and are unsure about anything at all just drop us an
email or speak to us at an event.

Northern Championships (August 3/4th) to be hosted by Scarborough
Yacht Club. The local boats are very keen once again – and competitive..
Take the family for a weekend in Scarborough too!
Royal Forth One-design regatta (August 24/25th) a well-run affair hosted by
RFYC Club in Granton, Edinburgh.
Eastern Championships (September 7/8th) a team racing event using the
RCYC boats.
Port Edgar Watersports Sprints Slam (September 21st/22nd) another must
for the calendar. Multiple races (up to 12 in a weekend) over short courses.
Expect fun and to learn new words.
The Coast to Coast Rigging Scottish Championships (October 19/20th)
based on the Forth at PEYC this will be the culmination of a full-on season.

Towing – we were stopped
Yes it happened. Two police motorbikers stopped Miss Moneypenny on the
way to the Scottish Series and pulled us into a VOSA checkpoint. Thankfully
all was in good order with a working lighting board, new brakes, new tyres
etc.
However, what I didn’t appreciate fully until recently was that it can be up
to 3 points per illegal tyre and a £2000 fine per tyre…. Now go and check
yours.

New format for the Eastern Championships 7/8th September!
The Royal Corinthian YC has proposed that we hold East Championships in
an exciting new format, just to make things a bit different..
This will be a Team-racing type championships. So the RCYC 707’s will be
the boats used and teams will rotate between boats.
The RCYC will provide everything, including the boats. Costs will be £250
per team which includes racing Saturday and Sunday and a very indulgent
and fun supper on the Saturday night.
We have a very nice East Coast Championship Trophy already.
For further information please contact: debbiedb@hotmail.co.uk.

Boats for sale
Poimandres GBR7055
Price to be negotiatied. Graeme Gordon, Banff email: graeme124@hotmail.com

Crazy Horses
Alex Lloyd
07854817693
alexjlloyd@hotmail.co.uk

Round the world team supports AoTW and will be at the
Sprints event
Skipper David Witt from Volvo Ocean racer Scallywag and some of his Team
will be sailing with Murray at the Sprints event in September. It will be
great to meet these guys and have the opportunity to chat about their bigboat racing experiences. David has very kindly donated set of sails to AoTW.
Thankyou indeed.
Autism on the Water is now a registered Charity and supported by a
number of generous sponsors such as Scallywag.
For information contact:
Murray Macdonald
murraymacdo@googlemail.com

Fleets on the Clyde, Wales and Sunderland
There are now 3 boats on the Clyde – Dan Challis in Mad Dog, James
Urquhart in CRHU and a new boat, Chaos, sailed by Doug Paton.
Wednesday night East Patch racing could become the place to be..
Two boats in Wales (Lola and Three Little Pigs) are trying to encourage
some of the other boats out of hiding to get some good racing, and after
their respective excellent results at the Scottish Series and the Nationals,
the competition would be exceptional.
Sunderland YC has two club boats which could easily be joined by others to
get a North East scene going, and we’re sure Sharky would be keen for
some local racing.

Forestays. What’s the problem?
Some have been supplied by different riggers which is strictly against the
Class Rules, BUT we at the AGM we think this should be permissible if they

are of the right length. Our main concern is that people have been sailing
with it extended onto the last few threads of the bottlescrew which is not
sensible or safe. So we’ve asked for input from professional riggers.
The simple solution to prevent this is to change the class rules to make a
forestay without a bottle screw. The proposed Forestays would have a
swaged eye at the top (same as present}, but a swaged toggle on the foot
but no bottle screw and therefore a fixed length. As the rigs are all
tensioned using the cap shrouds and the lower shrouds, this ensures there
is no change in performance during competitions, but a huge change in the
safety aspect.
Feedback please.

Your 707 Representatives for 2019/20
Just voted in at the recent AGM are the following enthusiasts and keen to
answer any queries on how to sail 707s, and information about your local
Fleet:
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
East:
North:
Scarborough:
Wales:
Scotland:
Publicity:

David Smith
Mark Robertson
Julia Batchelor
Debbie De Boltz
Micky Early
Rudi Barman
Jan Gwilliam
Eddie Batchelor
Gregor Southall

dsmith@c-tecnics.com
mark.robertson@hotmail.co.uk
juliasupawoman@hotmail.com
debbiedb@hotmail.co.uk
micky.early@gmail.com
rudi@terrortower.co.uk
jangwilliam@btinternet.com
ed2000b@icloud.com
gregor.southall@hotmail.co.uk

